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CHAP. I.

Of modern magic, or the black art as now in its
practice and perfection.

THE ancient magic having by a long succession of
art and time been handed down to the Grecians,
and from them to the Romans, we cannot but ac-
knowledge that they went a great way to the im-
proving it, for they mingled the black art so
entirely among their religious worship that it is not
to this day possible to distinguish between the rites
and ceremonies of their gods, and the enchantments
and charms, conjurations and divinations, immedi-
ately directed by the Devil.

I have mentioned something of this already in
their augurs, and the several institutions of Romu-
lus, Numa Pompilius, and others; but nothing so
effectually discovered the black art to be blended
with their religious rites, and the craft of the Devil
with the worship of their gods, as the setting up
oracles, giving responses, and solving doubts, as if
by inquiry of the gods: whereas indeed it was all
managed by the craft of the Devil, and the agency
of those solemn knaves the priests ; and this I call
ecclesiastic magic.

There was not a little knavery in the setting tip
the augurs, in the divinations and predictions from
the flying and chattering of birds ; and before that,
in the priests poring upon the entrails of the
beasts sacrificed to their gods: here this art went
such a length, that the truth is, the Devil saw him-
self outdone by the priests, and the witchcraft of
superstition went beyond all that Satan himself
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